
 

 

 

Ten perspectives on international mindedness 

Please read the article below:  
 
http://blogs.ibo.org/blog/2014/12/01/ten-perspectives-on-
international-mindedness/ 

In particular, I was struck by the comments of Kevin Kahiro 
Maina an IB student at The Aga Khan Academy in Nairobi: 

“International-mindedness is best defined as a ‘frame of mind.’ 
Perhaps though, a ‘philosophy for living’ would be more appropriate for it enables and 
empowers individuals with the ability to perceive the world in a manner that disregards 
the ‘self’ and its prejudices while embracing a greater sense of the ‘other’.” 

Another way of looking at the concept of international mindedness is that it is a way of 
seeing beyond perceived, superficial differences into the very heart of humanity that 
unites us all: we are all one family. 

The idea that “the world is a family” appears in the Sanskrit Maha Upanishad as the 
teaching of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”; from this idea to the present, there is a long 
history of international thinking. Today the International Baccalaureate (IB) promotes a 
cosmopolitan worldview that calls upon schools to engage their diversity and foster 
intercultural relationships and understanding. As an IB world school, the faculty and 
staff of BFIS are deeply committed to these humane values. Our ultimate goal of 
cultivating international mindedness is to prepare students to act as leaders of change 
in a world that gravely needs their unwavering voices of compassion, resilience, and 
peace. 

We will continue this important work at BFIS. In turn, I ask each of you to speak with 
your children about this incident so that they understand the importance of treating 
others with dignity and without prejudice. 

The BFIS mission calls on our community to collaborate toward the “success for all 
students”. In turn, Student Support Services at BFIS is a collaborative, student-
centered program that seeks to ensure students have access to the appropriate level of 
services to promote their academic and personal success. 

Jeffrey Woolley 
BFIS MS/HS Principal 
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